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Commander's Corner

The Future of the American Legion

A Call for Renewal members we are
ever closer to losing our post
﻿The American Legion, a venerable institution
founded in 1919 to support veterans and
their families, has long stood as a pillar of
community service and patriotic pride in the
United States. However, as membership has
steadily declined over recent years, the
future of this storied organization hangs in
balance. If the trend continues unchecked,
the American Legion faces a potential demise

Squadron's Corner

Greetings Comrades,
 
I had the privilege of placing a wreath at the
World War II memorial, the Vietnam
Memorial Wall and best of all was the
Wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, last month. I was asked by the
Detachment if I would represent California
during these ceremonies and of course I
accepted the offer. There were 40
Detachments attending and it was quite a
special event.
 



that could reverberate throughout
communities nationwide.

The Importance of Membership:

Membership is the lifeblood of any
organization, and for the American Legion, it
holds particular significance. With its roots
deeply embedded in the post-World War I
era, the Legion provided veterans with
camaraderie, advocacy, and a platform for
community engagement. However, the
organization’s membership has dwindled
from a peak of nearly 3 million in the 1990s
to around 1.6 million today. This decline is
alarming, as it not only threatens the
Legion's ability to function but also
jeopardizes its mission of serving veterans
and their families.

The Consequences of Inaction:

If the American Legion fails to recruit new
members, the consequences could be dire:
Loss of Influence: With fewer members, the
Legion’s voice in advocating for veterans’
rights and benefits will diminish. This could
lead to weaker representation in policy
discussions that affect veterans on local,
state, and national levels.

Decreased Community Engagement:

The American Legion has historically played
a crucial role in community service, from
organizing parades to supporting youth
programs. A shrinking membership means
fewer resources and volunteers to carry out
these essential activities, diminishing the
organization's impact on local communities.

Erosion of Legacy:

The American Legion is not just about
veterans; it is about preserving the legacy of
those who served. A decline in membership
threatens to erode this legacy, leaving
younger generations disconnected from the
rich history and traditions of American
military service.

Financial Strain:

Membership dues are a significant source of
revenue for the Legion. A reduced
membership base can lead to financial strain,
making it difficult to maintain facilities, fund
programs, and provide support to veterans in
need. We desperately need new members

For those that have been waiting for shirts,
they have arrived and ready for pick up.
 
Some of you need to renew to stay current.
As current members you are covered by the
program for an Accidental Death policy and
are also eligible for National Emergency
Funds through National if the need arises,
such as those involved in the Palisades Fire
recently.
 
We have had first nominations for Officers
positions, and the Election will be held in
May. So, if you are interested in holding a
position, we will see you in May.
 
The dinner this month will be Chicken
Alfredo and garlic bread, so please come and
support us and the Post.
 
Please be safe and with the new year coming
up, I hope it is a healthy and prosperous one.
 
For God and Country,
 
James Eubanks
Squadron 555 Commander
District 29 Legion Commander

Legion Rider's Corner

Hello All,

The Riders first Breakfast of the year was on
Saturday April 12th and we had a good
turnout for a good cause. Our next breakfast
is on June 14th so don’t miss it.

Our Chili Cook-Off is next Saturday, May
3rd, from 12 pm to 4 pm. Please come out
and support us as we are helping woman and
children of Veterans. 



and new volunteers. We need to embrace the
younger generations and teach our history.

God bless you all,

Jose A. Amezcua
Commander, American Legion Post 555

 

Auxiliary's Corner

Hello everyone,
 
I hope you all had a wonderful Easter and
enjoyed the day. I am looking forward to a
great May. It's Poppy month. We will be
offering poppy's at the Von's store this
month. We will also be asking for some help
with that. I will be sending out an email with
the times and dates.
 
Also we need some of you to step up and run
for office as we are all stepping down. Our
next meeting is May 6th, and we need people
to attend and vote in new officers. If we don't
get people to participate, I don't know what
will happen to the Auxiliary. I wish I could
still serve but just am not able to anymore.
 
Our dinner for May will be on the 1st
Thursday and it will be Beef Stroganoff,
salad, bread and dessert. The 3rd Thursday
will be Tostada Bowl and dessert.
 
We also have been asked to do a dessert table
at the Chili Cook-off on May 3rd and would
like some of you to donate something and
maybe help out for part of the day.
 
God Bless America

We are also still looking for chili cookers for
the competition. If you are interested in
cooking, please reach out to me.

See you at the Post

Brad "Earp" Wade
ALR Director

Rider's / Squadron's
Chaplain Corner

May is here and summertime is right around
the corner. I hope you and your Families had
a wonderful Easter celebration. By Jesus
being resurrected on Easter, 3-days after his
death on Good Friday, He is celebrated for
sacrificing His life for the sins of humanity.

Most of us would give up our lives for our
children. That being said, that is something
that most people do not want to talk about.
In the many wars we have had and are still
having, some soldiers gave their life to save
others. They call it the “ultimate sacrifice”.

In the Bible the book of John 10:17-18, reads
as follows:

17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay
down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down
and authority to take it up again. This
command I received from my Father.”

These two verses touch upon God the Father
and his son Jesus. Faith is believing in
something you cannot see. Where are your
beliefs?



 
Rebecca Haring
President, Unit 555 Auxiliary﻿

If you would like some more in-depth
discussion on this subject, feel free to contact
me. Life is short.

Gary Cordova
ChaplainGary555@gmail.com  
(562) 972-1856

mailto:ChaplainGary555@gmail.com

