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Commander's Corner

To the American Legion members of post
555 I wrote an article like this before.

We need to work on membership and
volunteerism. The American Legion was
founded in 1919, is a patriotic organization
that advocates for veterans' rights,
community service, and national security.
Members are encouraged to uphold the
values of loyalty, service, and sacrifice. The
duty to the American Legion involves:

1. Advocacy for Veterans Supporting
legislation that benefits veterans and their
families, including healthcare, education,
and employment opportunities.

Squadron's Corner

Greetings Comrades,

I'm going to go out on a limb this month and
talk about the Elephant in the room at the
Post. I am referring to the struggles and
problems that the post is going through and
seems to be the main topic of discussion, in
every conversation. I want to be clear that
this is not meant to be critical towards any
individual or group, instead it is meant to
point out truths about what is happening and
by doing this, maybe we can make things
better.

I may be only the Sons Commander here, but
I am in a position as a dual member and the
positions I have held and currently hold. So,



2. Community Engagement Participating in
local service projects, youth programs, and
events that foster community spirit and
support.

3.Promoting Patriotism Encouraging a sense
of national pride and understanding of
American history, often through educational
initiatives and public ceremonies.

4.Membership and Outreach Actively
recruiting new members and fostering an
inclusive environment to support veterans
from all backgrounds.

5. Leadership Development Taking on
leadership roles within the organization to
help guide initiatives and mentor younger
members.

By fulfilling these duties, members
contribute to the legacy and ongoing mission
of the American Legion to serve veterans and
strengthen communities across the nation.

Jose A. Amezcua
Commander, American Legion Post 555

Auxiliary's Corner

Hello everyone,

Here is hoping you are having a good start on
the New Year!

I have been very busy with Dr. and other
appointments, so not as good as I would like.
We had a very good turnout in December for
the Pizza dinner. Another big thank you to
our January Dinner also. I'm looking forward
to making up gift bags for the Veterans at the
VA Hospital at our next meeting. I hope you
all can come and bring some of the things on

I can view what is happening from both
perspectives, that being of a member and a
leader. As members we want the post to be
prosperous, organized, and able to meet our
needs and expectations. As leaders, the hope
is that the post will be prosperous, organized,
and able to meet the needs and expectations
of the membership. So, if you look at it as I
just described, you can see the goals are the
same, therefore the real issue becomes more
about what are the issues preventing this
from transpiring.

Members, your expectations of post
leadership are warranted within your rights,
but I ask you to consider what your
responsibilities are in achieving these
expectations. To start with, consider the fact
that your leadership was elected by you and
if you’re rebut is “I didn’t vote for them” and
that is because you weren’t there — why
weren’t you there? Your leadership needs
your support and believe it or not, they want
your input (constructive) but understand
that even though you may have a good idea,
you need to be willing to assist in its
implementation.

When the officers of the post are elected, I
guarantee they hope to meet your
expectations. Running a post comes with
many restrictions and obstacles, there are
financial limitations, bylaw limitations,
existing SOP’s which may or may not restrict
your progress. Some SOPs may be from a
time when they worked, but today they
obstruct what needs to be done and
dispensing of them will probably come with
resistance. There are all the projects that
need to be handled and everyone feels they
know what should be handled first. Here is
where the financial and bylaw restraints
influence their progress. Oh yes there is also
the amount of labor available, ideas are
many, but volunteer help-not so much.

It may seem that I am making it all about
defending the leadership and blaming it on
the membership, instead I am just trying to
point out your responsibilities as a member.
It goes beyond just paying dues to make it all
work, a successful post, is a post that works
together to achieve a common goal.

The leadership of a post has its
responsibilities to fulfill, it is what you
volunteered to do when you are elected. To
you it is a massive task, in fact it is probably
at times overwhelming. Keep a few things in
mind, listen to your membership, do your
very best (no one can expect more of you),
when you realize something isn’t working —



the list that was sent out to you. Also
remember NO food, money, gift cards or
candy is allowed. Any questions on that you
can get in touch with me, and I can help. We
did have one of our Veterans who we helped
at Christmas come to dinner in December.
We also received a very nice card from one of
the others who was not able to make it. I
hope to hear from the other two also.

Our tostado bowl will be back on the 1st
Thursday and our dinner for February 20th
will be Macaroni & Cheese & Ham Casserole,
green beans and dessert. Hope you all will be
there. I would really like more of you to step
up and plan a dinner and prepare it also. I
will always be available to help you.

Please come to our meeting February 4th as

we will be stuffing the Valentine Bags for the
Veterans.

God Bless America

Rebecca Haring
President, Unit 555 Auxiliary

Rider's / Squadron's
Chaplain Corner

One down 11 to go (months that is) what can
you do to improve the remaining months? I
have some goals... One is to be a better
person to others. I'm starting today with you.
Is there anything I can do to help you
recalibrate? Is there anything Post 555 can
do to help you recalibrate?

When in doubt, it’s always the “Go To”
solution... The word in the bible from your
creator. If you can do two things, half of the
battle is won: 1? Love God your creator 2)
Love others. You can start today if you are
ready.

change it. Remember “doing something the
same way, over and over and expecting a
different outcome, is the definition of
insanity.”

Members, bring your ideas to the post
Admin, but be willing to assist in
implementing it. If you are not willing to
help, do you really have a license to criticize?

This may not go down well with some of you,
and my intent is not to upset anyone, on the
contrary I am just trying to point out the
obvious and it is all in the hope we can make
some forward movement by pointing out the
obvious.

Please be safe and with the new year coming
up, I hope it is a healthy and prosperous one.

Sincerely,
For God and Country,
James Eubanks

Squadron 555 Commander
District 29 Legion Commander

Legion Rider's Corner

Hello All,

The Riders had their 1st meeting for 2025,
after a nice winter break. The topics
discussed are as follows:

Chili cook off is scheduled for May 3rd. And
we will resume the Riders breakfast for the
following dates: April 12th, June 14th &
August gth. And of course, our Big
Oktoberfest event will be held on October
25th.

Stay tuned for further information on these
events. And we have numerous overnight



Remember, yesterday is gone and today can
start a new chapter in your life. The lord gave
us the ability to make choices. Sometimes
that can be stretching, challenging and
exciting.

The Plans, actions and goals of our January
24th Post meeting will get us back to where
we should be. All our agendas are full this
time, but if we could just put one hour a
week to helping our Post, there we are.
Contact me if you can step up.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres."

May God’s Grace, Peace and Love be with
you. If I can help you in any way, feel free to
call me.

Gary Cordova
ChaplainGarys55@gmail.com
(562) 972-1856

rides scheduled in the Spring and Summer as
well.

Let’s all strive for a positive year.
See you at the Post

Brad "Earp" Wade
ALR Director

Webmaster's Corner

Greetings Post 555,

There are lots of great dinners and events
coming up, so plan on joining us at the Post.

Please visit our Post 555 website:
htip://www.americanlegionpost555.com
and our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertESchwabPost555
for all our Post 555 updates.

And be sure to check out the new TV in the
Triple Nickle Club Room that shows a slide
show of all our Post 555 upcoming events
and photos from past events at the Post.

See you soon,

Marc Gallin
Post 555 Webmaster



